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CENTRAL UMC SHELBY IS A SAFE SANCTUARIES CHURCH 

Our MISSION: To make disciples of Christ who WORSHIP God,  
GROW in their faith, and SERVE in the church and world. 

Mark L. Barden, Senior Pastor 
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Outreach 
Danny Buckner, Director of Music Ministries 

Nick Richart, Director of Youth Ministries 
Savanna Craig, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Libby Alexander, Organist 
Gina Blanton, Director of Communications 

Dianne Whisnant, Financial Secretary 
Shelley Rempson, Kid’s Place Preschool  

Director 
Dan Treharne, Director of Worship Media 

Stacey Watkins Griffith, Pastoral Counselor 

Special Events and Services 
 

     December 16th , 5:30 –7:30pm – One 

Starry Night at Aldersgate UMC 

 December 24th, 5 pm—Christmas Eve  

Service (Child Friendly) 

 December 24th, 11 pm—Christmas 

Eve Candlelight Service (Communion) 

 December 25th, 11:30 am—Christmas 

Lunch in the PAC 

 January 9th, noon -- Kid’s Place  

Epiphany Service 

  

Poinsettias and 

Wreath Order Forms 
are now available.  

Poinsettias are $15 and 

wreaths are $20. Deadline 

will be December 16th.  

Please place completed forms with your 

check in the offering plate. The special  

bulletin insert will be December 23rd and 

you may take your poinsettias home after 

the Christmas Eve 11 pm service but you 

are welcome to keep them in the  

sanctuary until Epiphany.  

CHILDREN IN NEED – Sadly, many  

children and their families in our  

community do not have the financial  

resources to purchase and exchange  

Christmas presents, much less meet the  

basic needs of electricity and food this 

Christmas.  CUMC has partnered with 

James Love Elementary and Shelby Middle 

School to ensure every child experiences the 

wonder of Christmas this year. James Love 

Elementary has six children in need of basic 

items for Christmas gifts.  If you, your SS 

class, or small group would like to take an 

hour, shop, purchase, and wrap these gifts, 

you'll be giving a child a wonderful  

Christmas!  Please let Pastor Fawn or Lori 

Wilson (704.472.1086 lorileewil-

son1@gmail.com) know soon! Deadline for 

gifts is Friday, December 14th. 

If you would like to help a family or  

purchase a gift for a child at Shelby Middle, 

please contact Suzanne Hensley at  

hensuzie@yahoo.com or 336-327-6503.  It 

will probably be the best gift you give – and 

receive – this Christmas!  

As we celebrate the Christmas  

season and the gift of Jesus we 

have historically also celebrated 

our church staff and the ways in 

which they unselfishly give to God 

and all of us throughout the year.  We want to share our  

appreciation in one very concrete way.  We ask that you  

consider a Christmas gift donation for them.  We will collect 

donations December 9 through December 23. We will  

present the gift to them on December 24. Please place your 

gifts in the offering plate or drop these by the office. We  

consider it an honor to celebrate their ministry and the hours in 

which they give to us, our families, and our community.  We 

hope you will join us. 

Thank you, 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
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December 16-22, 2018 

Calendar of Events 
 

Sunday (Third Sunday in Advent) 

8:30am Praise Ensemble 

9:00am TRIBES 
9:00am Sunday School for all Ages 

10:00am Worship Service 
11:00am Wesley Class (All Adults Welcome) 

4:00pm Worship Band Practice 

4:30pm NO Crossfire 
5:30pm UMYF Christmas Party 
 

Monday 
9:00am Church Office opens 

11:00am Prayer Team 

6:00pm Cub Scouts (in the PAC) 
6:30pm Word and Wine (at Dragonfly) 

7:00pm Boy Scouts (in the PAC) 
 

Tuesday 
Counseling Center open (by appointment) 

7:15am High School Breakfast at Chick-fil-A 
9:00am Church Office opens 

11:30am Hot Lunch Program (PAC) 

6:30pm Disciple Bible Study (Conference Room) 
7:00pm Central Ringers 
 

Wednesday 

9:00am Church Office opens 
9:30am Gospel of John Bible Study (Conference Room) 

5:00pm Butterfly and Sonshine Choirs 
6:00pm NO Youth Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Ensemble Rehearsal 
 

Thursday 
Counseling Center open (by appointment) 

9:00am Church Office opens 
 

Friday   
9:00am Church Office opens 
 

Saturday 

11:30am Hot Lunch Program (PAC) 
 

2018 Stewardship  
10:00 am Worship (December 9).........................N/A 
Sunday School (December 9)..............................N/A 

2018 Operating Budget..........................$776,410.22 
2018 Monthly Budget Needs.....................$64,700.85 

Total Receipts for Month of December.........$9,968.61 

Total Receipts for 12/2/18-12/6/18.............$9,968.61 
Over/—Under Budget for the month.......—$54,732.24 

Over/—Under Budget for the year........—$219,372.52 

 
 

Serving Sunday,  December 16, 2018 

 

The Guppies 

Sunday School and Worship: 
Amy Lookabill 

 

Nursery Volunteer 

Sunday School: Laura Rucker 
Worship:  Janet Edwards 

 

The Stars 

Sunday School and Worship:    
Linda Zachary   

 

Collection Counters: 

 Brad Richardson and Mike Ribadeneyra 
 

Collection Counters 12/23/2018: 

Mike Schenck and Mike Ribadeneyra 
 

Sunday School Assistant: 

Jim Kunkle 
 

Childrenôs Sermon: 

Savanna Craig 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

– We have the  

privilege to share lunch 

with our community on 

Christmas Day.  But 

only if YOU are part 

of this great time of 

being the hands, feet and heart of Christ!   

Individuals are needed to provide spiral cut hams, 

large dishes of macaroni and cheese, yummy rolls 

and homemade desserts. We will also need 

adults, children and youth to decorate, welcome 

our guests, serve food -- and seconds! -- and help 

clean up.  EVERY ONE IS NEEDED AND 

WANTED!!!  Sign up online at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/508084EA9AD2FA4F85-christmas or call 

Pastor Fawn for more information at 704-487-

6336 or 954-547-2593.   

Aldersgate UMC (Shelby) 

has invited us to join them 

for a family fun Christmas 

event called One Starry 

Night.  It is sure to be a  

special family night in 

which you will walk from 

station to station witnessing 

a live retelling of the story of Jesus' birth.  Make 

plans now to join them from 5:30-7:30 pm on  

Sunday, December 16th.  Registration will happen 

in the sanctuary and groups will leave every 10 

minutes starting at 5:30.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084EA9AD2FA4F85-christmas
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December 17  Al Rogers 

December 17  Emily Morgan 

December 19  Carol McPhail 

December 19  Tom Camp 

December 19  Holli Clark 

 

 

 

December 19  Jackson Lundquist 

December 20  Jack Secrest 

December 20  Jill Mabry 

December 21  Mary Beth Hunter 

We are a Safe Sanctuary and a Tobacco-Free Campus.  

Please be sure that your children are accompanied at all 
times by a parent or responsible adult  

caregiver. We appreciate your assistance  
as we strive to ensure the safety of all.  

Church policy prohibits the use of  
tobacco products on our church grounds.    

Thank you for your cooperation!!! 

 

Be sure to check out our  
website:www.cumcshelby.org 

 And our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/cumcshelby/ 

Prescription/Over-the-Counter Bottles 
Someone recently shared with me the need for  

prescription and over-the-counter medical containers 

in 3rd world countries. When medications are  

available, people are most often forced to loosely carry 

them. We can easily help meet the need! Bring your 

empty prescription, vitamin, over-the-counter  

medicine bottles to the church office or place them in 

the basket located outside the sanctuary in the  

hallway. Please remove any labels with your name. 

HOSPICE MEALS – Shelby is blessed to have a  

vibrant and active Meals on Wheels program.   

However, it has reached its capacity to assist in our 

community.  Hospice of Cleveland County has asked 

CUMC to partner with their patients in providing 

healthy, hot meals to those in need.  The Hot Lunch 

Ministry will prepare the meals… we need adults  

capable of delivering the meals to homes on Tuesdays 

and Saturdays.  You may wish to deliver once a week 

or once a month… all assistance will be appreciated.  

If you are interested in serving please contact Fawn at 

the church office. 

Hot Lunch Ministry  
It is getting to be that time of 

year when the air gets colder 

and we are getting out our 

sweaters and jackets.   

However, some in our  

community do not have warmer clothes for the Fall 

and coming Winter.  The Hot Lunch ministry is  

accepting donations of new or gently used coats,  

jackets, sweaters, gloves, hats, and blankets.  Please 

bring your items to the church office. 

 After last  

weekend’s snow 

we want to remind  

everyone of our 

inclement weather 

policy. The  

following  

notifications will 

take place in regards to Sunday services, events, 

meetings and church office hours. 

**WCNC TV will be the  TV station to check 

for church updates. 

**Our website Cumcshelby.org and Facebook 

page, www.facebook.com/cumcshelby/  will 

also have updated information. 

**Those that get the newsletter by email will  

receive an email. 

**If you have questions or need to contact the 

staff during such weather please email  

cemtralumc12@gmail.com 

We encourage you to contact anyone who may not 

have access to the above resources and notify them 

of any updates. Above all, please keep your safety 

paramount when making a decision about traveling 

to church in bad weather. 

Bell Ringers Needed 
If you would like to get a team  

together and fill up a day around 

Dec.15-21st contact Chris Mabry at 

chrismabry23@ gmail.com or you can sign up to 

fill in when you can by calling the Salvation Army 

at 704-482-0375.   
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Training for 2019 Local Church Leadership 
Opportunities for laity and church leaders to grow and sharpen their skills in ministry and discipleship. 

Catawba Valley District Leadership Conference 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 

2:30 - 5:00 pm 

St. Luke's UMC (Hickory) 

Meet at Central UMC at 1:15 for a ride to the conference. 

Registration Link: https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/2019DistrictLeadershipConference 

Classes: 

Leading with Purpose - Laity in leadership roles and clergy will benefit from this workshop.  Kim Shockley, 

District Church Vitality Specialist 

Health and Wellness -- Ms. Lisa Mariddaiah, Parish Nurse, First UMC Gastonia 

Local Church Historian – This session is open to local church historians, church secretaries, anyone who is  

interested in the history of their church, or anyone interested in their church’s records and historic documents. 

Jim Pyatt, WNCC Archivist/Historian 

A Better Way – Reverend Karen Easter Bayne, Vice President, Wesley Community Development Corporation 

What Are the Ten Essential Needs for Local Church Finance and Stewardship? – Topics will include Audits, 

Annual Reporting, Apportionments, Financial Policies and Giving. Reverend Dr. Mark King, Conference 

Treasurer/Director of Administrative Services 

The Call and Ministry of a Lay Servant and Certified Lay Minister –This session will focus on the call and 

ministry of Certified Lay Servants and Certified Lay Ministers from the experience of Mr. Tom Bridges.  

Making Room for One More -- Reverend Dr. David Goatley, Director of Black Church Affairs at Duke  

Divinity School 

Creation Care -- Encouraging Christians in their efforts to care for God’s creation, and to be faithful stewards 

of God’s provision. Mr. Bill Garrard, Earthkeeper 

Pastor and Parish -- The Staff Parish Relations Committee plays a critical role in fostering a healthy  

relationship between the pastor and the congregation. Reverend Dr. Dennis Sheppard 

Learn about proposed changes in the United Methodist Church 
  The Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops and approved by the 2016  

General Conference to do a complete examination and possible revision of every paragraph of the Book of 

Discipline of The United Methodist Church concerning human sexuality and explore options that help to  

maintain and strengthen the unity of the church. This spring, they completed their work and the Council of 

Bishops has submitted a proposal for our church’s future to a called session of the General Conference to be 

held in February, 2019. For the details, go to http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward 

   An informational presentation on A Way Forward will be offered here at Central UMC, on Sunday, 30  

following morning worship in the Fellowship Hall. Information will include the role of the General  

Conference regarding this decision and a video by Bishop Ken Carter who chaired the commission and is  

now the President of the Council of Bishops. 

   Additionally, the Western North Carolina Conference Delegation to the 2019 Called Session of the General 

Conference will be available at two sessions in early January for United Methodist clergy and laity to learn 

more about the upcoming conference and share their perspectives.  You will have the opportunity to make 

your voice heard during directed table conversations and brief presentations. The sessions will be  

identical.  Registration is required. 

      Saturday, January 5 at First UMC in Morganton from 10:00-1:00 

      Sunday, January 6 at First UMC in Salisbury from 3:00-6:00 

 Information and registration are available:  

https://www.wnccumc.org/newsdetail/make-your-voice-heard-delegation-listening-sessions-12483050 

https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/2019DistrictLeadershipConference
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Keep an eye out for new things starting this Fall! 

Contact Savanna at 704-487-6336 or  

childrensministry@cumcshelby.org if you have 

any questions or need more information. 

Sunday School—9-9:45 am every Sunday 

3rd Grade Bible Class—During Sunday 

School in E312 

Godly Play—All K-2nd graders will meet in 

the Godly Play rooms for Sunday School. 

 

Upcoming Events:  

Mark your calendar for the following 

events, you don’t want to miss them! 

Children’s Christmas Party, December 

19th 6-8 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Christmas Worship Workshop and 

Lunch, December 23rd 11 am in the  

Fellowship Hall 

Change to Make a Change — We’ll be 

collecting our change for change on December 

30th,  so look under the sofa cushions, dig 

through the bottom of your purse and empty the 

car ashtray to help our children collect to be the 

change this world needs!  

Sunday 

Tribes at 9 am 

UMYF Christmas Party 5:30-8 pm 
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200 East Marion St 

Shelby, NC  28150 

 

Church Office Hours for 

the Holidays 
Please make note of the following 

changes in office hours during the 

upcoming Holiday season. 

Christmas and New Years: 

December 25-26—Office Closed-no newsletter this 

week. 

January 1—Office Closed 

Memorials and Honorariums                        

Pastor’s Discretionary: 

 In Honor of Betty Harris by the Wesley Class 

 In Honor of Frankie Patterson by the Wesley 

Class 

Bible Study Update 
**Word and Wine –Join us every Monday evening 

at 6:30 pm at Dragonfly Wine Market, 101 West 

Warren Street, Shelby.   

December 17th – Living Well in an Outrage Culture 

There will be no Word and Wine December 24th 

or 31st. 
**Joseph –Sundays, 9 -9:45 am, What do we 

know about Jesus’ earthly father – and what can 

he teach us? (in the Conference Room) 

**The Gospel of John –Wednesday mornings, 

9:30-10:30 am, will provide inspiration and 

deeper understanding as we look at discipleship 

through a disciple.  Together we will study the 

Scriptures, finding our own calling to follow 

Christ.  (in the Conference Room)  

OWLS – Join our Older, 

Wiser, Lovelier Seniors for a 

few Ho, Ho, Ho’s as we  

celebrate the Season together at 

Pfeiffer’s Café on the city 

square, Monday, December 17th 

at 11:30 am.  Call Jo Marsh or 

the church office to make your 

reservation.  Who knows, Santa might just show 

up!!! 

And mark your calendar for Friday, January 4th 

when we head to the Omni Grove Park Inn to see the 

entries in the National Gingerbread House  

Competition. We will also enjoy a yummy lunch.  If 

you would like to join the fun, call Jo Marsh or the 

church office so that we can arrange adequate  

transportation.  

Central’s Holy Chow Cookbook 
The WINGS circle has many cookbooks 

still for sale. They are $15 each and  

available in the office. They make great 

Christmas presents! If you don’t have 

one come by and pick one up today! 

Central UMC Christmas  

Ornament 
Historic Shelby Foundation has 

Christmas Ornaments of Historic 

Cleveland County Landmarks 

for sale and Central UMC is  

included in this series of  

ornaments. They come complete 

with a ribbon hanger and a red 

gift box. Stop by the office and pick one up. They are 

$20 each with $5 going to Central and the remainder 

going to the Historic Shelby Foundation. 

 

Feeding Kids Cleveland County needs help  

packing and delivering Christmas Food Boxes. 

Online Sign ups are open for our Christmas food box 

packing and delivery. This will keep kids fed over 

the long break and remind them that they are not  

forgotten! Deliveries, 9:30 am Shift 1, 11:30 am 

Shift 2, Saturday, December 15, click the following 

link to sign up:https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080d4baba928abfb6-food 
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